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BMW car clubs rev up passion
in and out of driver's seat

On a packed downtown strect in Montreal, the night of Saturday, June 14 2003, o
special tingle was in the air. BMW Williams drivers Ralf Schurmacher and Juan Pablo Moniow
had qualified 1-2 for perhaps the final Formula | rece in Canada, and a sea of humanity had
Ealh-_-'r-:'-.l araund for BMW e annaal F1 strect paarty. Between the visual h,irr.atw af Fl posiers,
hatz, umbrellas, the stage for the upcoming Bshion show and the sheer miass of bumping torsos
anel extruding limbs, one coubd barely tell from maore than a few metnes away what was atiract-
ing s much attention.

[t was a lineup of BMW M models, shining gloriously in the quickly darkening wilight.
Some of therm were brand new 2003 M2 coupes, But there were also lovely older M3 models on
hand {two E3é6s and an B30, as well as a couple “eurrently enjoyed” M3 super sedans {E28 and
Ed models), and a mean-looking modern M3, Imterestinghy, the progression of earlier
M omusche received just as mauch admiration and nose prints & their newer counterparts. For
thaose BAW M s lucky enough o see the assembled group, the sight will no doubt remain
shid-nearked inte their minds,

[t was in the sheet-metal proaf that BMW understood the passion behind true performance
vehicles, even before they become invalved in the glitey world of Formula 1 competition,

What broughi that extraordinary lineup of vehicles together For all b admine was M- Night,”
a collaborative effort by BMW Group Canasda (which provided the new SMG-equipped M3s)
and the BMW Club of Canada, whose members provided the rest. The laner s an umbrela
organization that includes eight regional chapters across the cowntry. The proup has been help-
ing create memaratle maoring momenis for BMW enthussasts for the past 30 years, and their
elforts are becom iI'||_.', rv-.'-.-g,lhi.rwl e aid mone |a-'_rn.u|1h|.|.|:1|.'r': ang BRIW head office types

Comprising naarly 1,400 BMW enthusissts sround the country, there are BAMNWOL
-.:hu;h:l.'l‘n i Crptarss (Odtawa and Toronto), Cueksec (MMontreal), Yancouver and Nancouver
[sland, northern and seuthern Alberin, amd in Halifax with the Bluenose chaprer. BMW Group
Canada helps each of these groups financially by supporting BMWOC, which in turm gets
distrilated to cach club in order to hep with sach organization’s costs (web-hosting of each
clubs wehgite, newsletier amdior |1Lti|.ir||_.', coslls, evenl expenses, in.n'|:li:|1$ membership costs
dawn, et ).

President of the BMWOC and Montreal resident Phil Abrami says that one of the main
benefits 10 club ownership is having acoess 1o expertise on how o drive and maintain their
vehscles (in bath performance and books). " But we definiiely don't just sit around and talk ahoo
or cars, wee drive them as well.”

Fach group has s own sclsedule of events based an the intenests of its members, but there
ane & few activitles that are popalar in each chapler.
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The Arst, not surpaisingly, i dub racing, where members take their sehiches out to a local
parking lot or race track, and really push their vehicles (and themselves) s probe the lomits of
baoth. Antocrossing, or coneé racng, is more commaen than track days because of the lower
expense and deser proximity of krge parking lots (o downtown arcas, even though the advent
il 54,|n|;|.'|:,' shopping has limaited the number of available ks in some L'il:.' Cemires,

Awtocross (alio called autoslabom o Sabo |11 events place an emphasis on handling and car
condrod, since the tight cone mage set up by club volunteers mast be sliced and diced through as
quickly and clennky as possible. Even o brush of & cone usually brings o serious tme penaliy
(1w seoensds or more), while driving out of contrel and missang a gate or braking "bos" at te
end can m||lif:,"r| Eﬂlﬂd rum, [tsa r.urﬁ:inE lat Grand Prix which forces itx '|.|=|.1'li|:'r|.'urll:l (E1) pral.'lil.'a.'
forward vision {looking ahead 1o the next comer or bwo) and smsstbiness, both of which can
help malke much better — and safer = real world drivers,

Track days are more about esperiencing the full repertoire of automative athloticism, 11’
about putting every single horsepower 10 pood use, and places just as much demand on good
beakes, and balanced handling. At these clevated speeds, track days are the best way to go for
B&W avmners loaking for the sdrenaline rush of dancing an te adge of grip,

T learn amad then practice the nuances of this type of performance driving, each chapuer
offers driving schoals or clinics. These usually take place over & day or two at o race irack, and
imvalve three basic components: dlassroom nstruction, parking lot or skidpad practice, then
actual irack timee. BSWCC supports these schonls and the club rICHikg everils |'r:.' [II'II'd'iI.liIIE the
groap insurance for all eight chapters around the country,

Sharing the secrets of driving quickly but safely is not only a thrill For the students, says Rob
Foreman, president of the Toronto-area Trillium chapter, “1 love to teach people to hamdle their
cars at high speeds ona race track,” he says, “The real jov is beiing there when they finally 'get iz’
that epiphany can be swesome and is really, really rewarding.”

Crher popular activitkes include concours, oF “show and shine” events, where swners who
hove tor e [or thelr vehickes appearance take centre stage. These sometimes take place in con-
junction with touring or day trips, which are cspecially popular in the fll. Other social activitics
vary by chapter, but can include things such as wine tasting tours, karting nights, and technical
sessioms nf local area |.‘|:'.'.||e:u|'|i.'|'m.

Umlike Porsche and Ferrari clubs, club members don't have 1o own o BMW, althaaigh mos
dh. Yo just have to be a fan of the cars,” says Abrami, the prood owner of a 1988 M3, 50 we
actsally conyvert some non-mwners into buyers.”

This type of influence is recognized at very high levels of the BMW higrarchy in Canaca,
Mortl America and at parent company BMW AG in Germany. BMW club members play an
emportand role as passionate anrbassadors 1o the margue. For that resson, BMW AG created The
Internatiomal Council of BMW Clubs many years ago, which gathers every year to ensure an
open commumications link between the top decision makirs in Germany and their intermatien-
al affiliates, amd more than 200,000 BAMW car club menbers around the warld,

=&t the club leved BMW owners are I::|r:|'n:inr.l||'!.- enthsiasts more so than owners -ul'au;.' other
brand,” says Ralf Drommer, membership director of the BMW Club of BC (mainland ) and
national secretary for the BAMWCC. “This is truly unigue in the car cub world, and the clubs
and the BMW group | BMW Group Canada and BMW AG, and the Imermational Council)
strive o continge this 1ype of enthusiasm.” Plans are in the
works for o digitieed driver training manueal and a high perfor-
mance how-1a video, b be made avarlable 1o all |.'|'|a|.1l.-|:rL

With this fype of cooperation still geing streng, more fond
BMYW memories are sure to follow in Canada = with or withowt the
Formula | race,

THESE EIGHT REGIONAL CHAPTERS MAKE UP
THE NATIONAL EMW CLUE OF CANADA,



The BMW Club of Canada and its member clubs are the home of
BMW enthusiasts in Canada. We bring together enthusiasts from all walks
of life that share interest and passion for the marque.

We invite you to become a part of the BMW Club of Canada
family by joining a local club. BMW Clubs work hard to ensure that
BMW owners are able to maximize the enjoyment of their BMW.

We are confident you will both enjoy and gain benefit from your
membership and look forward to welcoming you to the international family
of BMW owners.

There are 8 regional clubs in Canada. We invite you to find out more, and join
the club nearest you.

BMW Club of Canada

For more information visit: www.bmwelub.ca
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